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- Commerce Committee wants Privacy to be Crime 


The Senate Commerce Commit- 
tee approved the McCain-Kerrey “Se- 
cure Public Networks Act” (S. 909) - a 
bill which for the first time would impose 
domestic restrictions on the ability of 
Americans to protect their privacy and 
security in their own homes. 


According to the Center for De- 
mocracy and Technology, S. 909 repre- 
sents a grave threat to privacy and se- 
curity on the Internet. The bill all but 
mandates domestic key recovery and 
key escrow encryption to provide guar- 
anteed government access to private 
communications and stored files. The 


bill would also codify into law the 56-bit 
limit on encryption exports, link certifi- 
cate authorities to key-recovery, and 
create 15 newcrimes relating to encryp- 
tion. 


Though McCain offered his bill as 
a compromise between the Clinton 
Administration’s position and Congres- 
_ sional efforts to reform US Encryption 
policy, in reality S. 909 closely mirrors 
draft legislation proposed by the Clinton 
Administration earlier this year. 
Specifically, the McCain-Kerrey 
bill would: 


*Compel Americans to Use Gov- 
ernment-Approved Key Recovery Sys- 
tems * Make Key Recovery a Condition 
Of Participation in E-Commerce * Allow 
Government Carte Blanche Access to 
Sensitive Encryption Keys Without a 
Court Order * Create New Opportuni- 
ties for Cybercrimes * Codify a low 56- 
bit Key Length Limit on Encryption Ex- 
ports * Create Broad New Criminal Pen- 
alties for the Use of Encryption 


Read more at: 
http://www.cdt.org/crypto/ 


http: //www.digital.net/skip/ 


Long-Distance Rescue Successful 

Mervyn Dennis, VE3URN, of Toronto says he recently 
ran across ahighway accident—on 20 meters! Dennis said he 
was in QSO with his long-time friend Rupert Walford, 6YSRW, 
of Montego Bay, Jamaica, last month when Walford was in- 
‘volved in a head-on collision and found himself trapped inside 
his vehicle on a lonely highway. Dennis reports he contacted 
emergency services and Walford’s spouse in Jamaica via tele- 
phone, while staying on frequency to offer comfort and assur- 
ance to the injured ham, whose radio amazingly was still op- 
erational. 

Although Walford was extricated and hospitalized over- 
night, one passenger in the car died and three were hospital- 
ized with serious injuries. Dennis said the accident occurred 
when another vehicle attempting to pass two other cars ended 
up in Walford’s path and the two cars collided. He says Walford 
is still recovering from his injuries but has been active on the 
air. “I was speaking to him a few days ago,” he said. 


-ARRL Letter 


IBM Intros 3 Speech Products, Predicts 


Millions Of Users 
IBM [NYSE:IBM] officials expect to reach millions of 
users with three newly announced speech recognition prod- 
ucts: Via Voice, a general purpose continuous speech dictation 
product; and forthcoming editions of both viaVoice and 
VoiceType Simply Speaking that are slated to add text-to-speech 
and World Wide Web navigation. 


Digital Seeks Access To Ex-Employees At 


Intel 

Digital Equipment Corp. [NYSE:DEC ] has applied in 
federal court for an order that would allow DEC to talk to some 
of its former employees who now work at Intel Corp. 
[NASDAQ:INTC ] and would bar those employees from dis- 
cussing their previous work at Digital with the chip manufac- 
turer. The move is the latest in the legal battle between the two 
firms that began when Digital filed charges of patent infringe- 
ment against Intel last month. 


Online Blocking Software Lacking, FTC Told 
Popular blocking software intended to prevent kids from 
divulging personal information online can be easily defeated, 
and does not ensure privacy when accessing the Web or send- 


ing e-mail, Consumers Union told the Federal Trade Commis- 
sion (FTC). 
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Web Sheet Music Company Targets — 
Printed Scores 
‘‘We want to devalue and crush the traditional sheet 

music industry as fast as possible,” said Brent Mills, vice 
president of technology, for Sunhawk. ‘Corp. ‘The young \, . 
company’s World Wide Web site allows Internet users to ok 
download sheet music for an average 50 percent less than 
the cost of standard printed sheet music. 


Violent Carmageddon Game Mows Down 


Aussie Censors 

Controversial road rage computer game oe Céeiabgeddin 
is due to hit Australian streets soon following a surprise suc- 
cess in being approved by the censors. The 12-member board 
of the Office of Film and Literature Classification decided 
to allow the game to be sold in Australia with a MA15+ 
(Mature Audience 15 years and over) restriction with the 
added consumer advice, which must be printed on the pack- 
age: “High Level Animated Violence.” 


Don’t forget 
THE SIXTH ANNUAL USF 


‘Last Minute” HAMFEST — 


Sat July 26th 9am to 3pm 


in the ice cold air conditioning... 


Hosted by the University of South Florida Radio 
and Electronics Club. 


Admission $3.75 1st swap table $10 including ticket. 
Additional tables $10 each up to 4 tables. The Sth 

table and above are $15 each. If you need more than 5 
tables you must write to us! ! lll! In order to ensure 


your table reservation please pay early. 
For table or advanced ticket sales: 


Must be postmarked by 7/15/97 PLEASE SEND US A SELF ADDRESSED 
STAMPED EVELOPE (SASE). 


USF HAMFEST 4202 E FOWLER AVE. CTR 2416 TAMPA, FL 33620 


USF is easily located on Fletcher Ave between I-75 
and I-275 in Tampa. Enter campus on North Palm Dr. 
follow the signs to the USF Special Events Center. 
Just close enough to Busch Gardens to let the family go 

there while you play! _ 
TESTING WILL TAKE PLACE AT 11AM. 
TALK IN 146.94- 


Vendors may setup FRI NIGHT 6-9pm and SAT MORN 8-9am. 
CALL THE CLUB AT 813-974-2253 FOR INFO. 


SEE YOU THERE!!!! 


For more info, direct questions to: 
USFREC@eng.usf.edu ., . 


OR WATCH. http://www.eng.usf. edu/studorgs/radio 
or call the club at: 813-974-2253. 
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Vanity call sign update 

Electronic filing has proved to be 
a popular among vanity call sign pro- 
gram applicants. The FCC in Gettysburg 
reports it received a total of 682 vanity 
call sign applications during May, and 
more than two-thirds of them were filed 
electronically. 

As of June 6, the FCC had run 
vanity applications received through 
May 30 (the last business day of the 
month). The FCC granted 161 new call 
signs in the latest run. Another 207 ap- 
plications were put aside in the work in 
process (WIPs) stack for special han- 
dling. 

The FCC has not said when van- 
ity Gate 3 will open. 

-ARRL Letter 


Language Police Patrol 


Internet 

QUEBEC CITY, QUEBEC, 
CANADA 1997 JUN 20 (NB) — By 
Martin Stone. Citing a clause in 
Quebec’s controversial French Lan- 
guage Charter which grants the province 
authority to police the language of ad- 
vertising, Quebec Language Minister 
Louise Beaudoin says that Quebec, not 
_ Ottawa, has the power to regulate com- 
mercial pages on the World Wide Web. 


Beaudoin, responding to state- 
ments by Canadian Heritage Minister 
Sheila Copps that telecommunications 
is a federal, not provincial jurisdiction, 
says provincial “language inspectors” 
will continue to patrol cyberspace and 
impose penalties on Quebec companies 
that contravene the language law. 


The language charter was created 
to ensure that French is the predominant 
language of commerce in mostly 
French-speaking Quebec. 


The war of words stems from a 
warning sent earlier this week to a 
Montreal-area computer store by the 
Office de la Langue Francaise (OLF), 
which enforces the language law in 
Quebec. The agency is empowered to 
impose fines of up to $1,400 for lan- 
guage infractions. 

The OLF ordered the Micro- 
Bytes store to remove English-language 
pages from its Web site at http:// 
www.microbytes.com until French-lan- 
guage pages were posted in a predomi- 
nant position. 
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Micro-Bytes owner Morty Grauer 
at first complied with the order but then 
reposted the English pages after hear- 
ing that cyberspace is in federal juris- 
diction. Grauer says he is presently cre- 
ating French translations and will add 
them to his Website soon. 


Copps says that Quebec will have 
a difficult time winning convictions in 
cyberspace cases. She said the federal 
government is prepared to argue that the 
telecommunications act applies to 
Internet content originating in Canada, 
which is officially bilingual. 

Further information: Government 
of Quebec http://www.gouv.qc.ca Gov- 
ernment of Canada http://canada.gc.ca/ 
main _e.html 


KB5UAC to do more 
packet 


Ham-astronaut Mike Foale, 
KB5UAC, now settling in for his stay 
aboard the Russian Mir space station, 
says he’ll try to do more packet while 
he’s on board. “I am a neophyte at 
packet,” Foale conceded in a recent 
packet posting in which he asked Earth- 
bound hams to pass along any packet 
pointers. He also said he has no manu- 
als on board to guide him in using the 
equipment. An improved power supply 
recently was connected to the Mir 
packet station. Foale said they plan to 
run 10 W output “until we have confi- 
dence in it,” and might increase power 
later. QSLs for contacts with ROMIR 
go to Serge Samburov, RV3DR, Box 
73, Kaliningrad-10 city, Moscow 
Area, 141070, Russia. 


SKIP ON TAPE FOR 
VISUALLY IMPAIRED 


SKIP is put on tape every 
month for the benefit of the blind or 
visually impaired. These tapes are 
available if requested and postage is 


paid both ways. If you are interested 
in this valuable service, contact Ms. 
Desaree Stewart, Library for the 
Blind, 420 Platt Street, Daytona 
Beach, FL 32114. Phone 1-800- 
226-6075. 


Governor Chiles issues 


Proclamation 

PROCLAMATION State of Florida 
Executive Department Tallahassee 

Whereas, Florida Amateur Radio 
Operators are ready to aid the public when 
emergency communicatiions arise; and 

Whereas, the members of this tal- 
ented and skilled group are working to be 
prepared at any moment to respond effec- 
tively when their communications expertise 
is called upon; and 

Whereas, the activities of these hob- 
byists encourage communication with fel- 
low enthusiasts all over the world, thereby 
establishing a medium that is important in 
the improvement of international relations 
of the United States; and 


Whereas, the Amateur Radio Opera- 


tors engage in programs of assistance and 


rehabilitation of the disabled in the devel- 
opment of radio as a hobby; and 

Whereas, through their affiliation 
with the Radio Amateur Civil Emergency 
Service and the Military Affiliate Radio 
Service, Florida’s Amateur Radio Operators 
are continuously alert to offer additional 
comunications service when the state or the 
country faces an emergency; 

Now, Therefore, I, Lawton Chiles, by 
virtue of the authority vested in me as Gov- 
ernor of the State of Florida, do hereby pro- 
claim June 22-28, 1997, as 


Amateur Radio Week 


in Florida in tribute to the outstand- 
ing services rendered by these dedicated and 
talented Amateur Radio Operators. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto 
set my hand and caused the Great Seal of 
the state of Florida to be affixed at Talla- 
hassee, the Capital, this 18th day of June in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-seven. 

Signed: Lawton Chiles, Governor. 
Attest: Sandra Mortham, Secretary of State 

-Thanx to KC4N, SGL, N and S FL 

John R. Hills 


“Cookies. Why the Fuss?” provokes a fuss 


In the April 1997 issue of SKIP Magazine, I published a lengthy ar- 
ticle, “Cookies. What’s the Fuss?” Although I received a generous amount 
of calls and letters praising the article, I must tell you I received enough 
abuse from so-called “experts” to make me seriously reexamine the article 
and question a few of my expert sources in very credible national privacy 
organizations. After a few days, I was confident of the accuracy of my con- 
clusions despite the intensity of my detractors. 


I even received an e-mail message from a non-subscriber who got 
wind of the topic during a chat session somewhere. I could categorize this 
guy as the James Carvel of the computer superhighway. I was dissected not 
only technically but personally - and the guy probably never heard of me, 
met me, or read the magazine. Ernie the Expert accused me of perpetrating 
a grand conspiracy. The venom the man spewed demonstrated either a man 
whose self-serving interests were suddenly violated or he was dreadfully 
misinformed. So be it. 


Not long after the controversial article appeared, I received the fol- 
lowing press release that appeared in many publications and captured the 
ear of congressmen concerned about privacy issues on the Internet: 


Several leading consumer, civil liberties, and children’s advocacy orga- 
nizations have urged an Internet standards organization to fix a problem with 
web browser software that allow companies and government agencies operat- 
ing web sites to track the activities of Internet users. 

The groups say that there is a problem with the so-called “cookies” tech- 
nology. Cookies make it possible to read information on users’ computers and 
find out where they go on the Internet. Some companies in the on-line adver- 
tising industry use cookies data to collect personal information for advertising 
and marketing. 

The Internet Engineering Task Force, a loose coalition of technical ex- 
perts responsible for the development of standards for the Internet is meeting 
this week in Memphis to consider a wide range of technical issues concerning 
the Internet, including a proposal to limit the ability of companies to use cook- 
ies. 

The proposed safeguard has come under attack by several companies en- 
gaged in interactive advertising and marketing. According to a March 31, 1997 
article in Ad Age, these groups are now drafting a “counter-proposal” to head 
off the IETF recommendation. 

In the letter, the groups express support for RFC 2109, the proposal for 
an HTTP State Management Mechanism. The letter further says that “trans- 
parency” — the ability of users to see and exercise control over the disclosure 
of personally identifiable information — is a critical guideline for the devel- 
opment of sensible privacy practices on the Internet” 

The letter was signed by the Center for Media Education , Computer 
Professionals for Social Responsibility, the Consumer Federation of America, 
the Consumer Project on Technology, the Electronic Frontier Foundation, the 
Electronic Privacy Information Center, National Association of Elementary 
School Principals, NetAction, Privacy International, the United States Pri- 
vacy Council, and more than one hundred Internet users. 


The press release, at least partially, got me off the hook. Apparently I 
didn’t just manufacture my grand cookie conspiracy by myself since all these 
other national organizations were also involved in cookie paranoia. SKIP 
Magazine has not risen to the level of national prominence to be affiliated 
with many of these groups. Maybe some day. 


On June 12, 1997, Microsoft and Netscape grudgingly announced a 
“stunning alliance aimed at tighter control of the personal information that 
businesses collect about World Wide Web users.” According to an Associ- 
ated Press report, “At the heart of the concern are so-called ‘cookies,’ which 


July 1997 » SKRIP 


can track a computer user’s recently visited Web sites, 

the pages the user looked at, and even their hobbies 
— and then link that information to the user’s name 
and address.” Dang! That about blows Ernie’s con- 
spiracy theory. 

Netscape and Microsoft are devising a method 
to allow users to see and control the information ex- 
changed in an ordinary cookie exchange. The two 
browser giants give the impression that this is some 
new revelation and they are tackling the problem head 
on. A little mentioned fact is that most browsers have 
always allowed some blocking of cookies but in real- 
ity, it’s not in the best interests of browser companies 
to advertise the feature. How would all the market- 
ing organizations who pay big bucks to advertise on 
the Web, conveniently snatch user personal profiles 
and inundate the user with e-mail and user-specific 
advertising? And then there is the Orwellian aspect 
of government agencies seizing individual user pro- 
files to use in whatever statistical analysis they’re per- 
forming at the moment (most of them not in your best 
interests either). It’s the browser giant’s inaction that 
drove people like me to employ software to monitor 
and kill these intrusive cookie transactions, So all you 
conspiracy theorists can read the Netscape/Microsoft 
alliance as a veiled admission that the simple and in- 
nocent cookies transaction is more egregious than one 
was originally led to believe. 

The Electronic Privacy Information Center 
(EPIC) recently reviewed 100 of the most frequently 
visited web sites and checked whether the sites col- 
lected personal information; had established privacy 
policies; made use of cookies, and allowed people to 
visit without disclosing their actual identity. 

BEWARE!! According to EPIC, “The survey 
found that few web sites today have explicit privacy 
policies (only 17 of the sample) and NONE of the 
top 100 web sites meet basic standards for privacy 
protection. However, anonymity continues to play 
an important role in online privacy, with many Sites 
allowing users to access web services without dis- 
closing personal data.” 


One of the most highly criticized allegations in 
my article concerned the ability of remote sites to read 
information on one’s computer hard disk. According 
to my hostile experts, the ability of a site to read a 
hard drive was as remote as finding an elixir for eter- 
nal life. 

Today, Friday the 13th of June 1997, I was lis- 
tening to a radio program that often interrupts nor- 
mal programming to present late-breaking news items. 
With all the bluster CNN could summon, they an- 
nounced that a Danish company revealed A SERI- 
OUS FLAW that affects Netscape Browser software 
that allow web-site operators to read information 
off web user’s hard disks. I said to myself. “So tell 
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me something new!” I did point out that this was a po- 
tential threat to personal privacy in the April article for 
which I was subject to considerable scorn. The CNN 
expose was immediately put through a credibility test 
by CNNfn and PC Magazine who stored information 
on a computer based in New York only to have it 
promptly read by the Danish organization. The test was 
repeated with another document and again it was suc- 
cessfully retrieved by the Danes. (See article, with ap- 
propriate spin, on page 21). 

At this writing, the vulnerability of the Netscape 
Browser is the issue and making the big headlines. The 
greater question is how much is known about the vul- 
nerability of all browsers and personal computers to this 
malicious intrusion and just how widespread is the prac- 
tice? 

I can safely say that I feel vindicated. Two months 
after my little tirade about cookies, the likes of Microsoft, 
Netscape, CNN, CNNfn, PC Magazine et al, are postur- 
ing, proselytizing and prevaricating about cookies ex- 
changes and serious breaches of personal privacy. 

In no way am I so pretentious to think that the 
SKIP Article had anything to do with this sudden ex- 
plosion of cookies revelations. The issue has been fes- 
tering for years but I think that marketing and money 
interests kept the issue effectively squelched and 
shielded from view. I fulfilled my goal of informing sub- 
scribers of what I perceived to be a serious matter for 
consideration. I strive to keep well informed on contro- 
versial and confrontational matters so as not to misin- 
form or mislead. 


SKIP readers will recall that we were railing about 
the Clipper Chip months before it was even mentioned 
by the national news media. For awhile, the Clipper Chip 
article was subject to its share of abuse. 

The cookies issue was. burning my britches but I 
had gnawing doubts since Microsoft and Netscape con- 
tinued to act like it was a frivolous issue. My own simple 
experimentation and observation told me that I could 
no longer sit back and remain silent. Luckily I only had 
to live with my “conspiracy” article for little more than 
a month before it became a major media news event. 

Stay tuned for my next 
wild hair! I’m sure I'll get 
torqued about another matter. c 


’% Gonna send hima 
000 cookie he won't 
soon forget! 


wv 


Windows for 
Weenies 


I have received numerous requests to include some tips 
and tricks to aid in unlocking the mysteries of Windows95. 


I'll do the best I can but hope some of the readers will assist 


by sending in some of their favorites. There are a multitude 
of tricks Windows95 can perform, many of them not publi- 


cized. Many neat little functions were devised by Microsoft 
programmers for their own use but were not made available 
in the software packages. Some of them are called Microsoft 
“toys” and are now available for download. Other functions 
have been discovered by individuals ‘‘messing around” or 
“exploring” the dark depths of the sacred Windows95 regis- 
try Also, its. amazing what one discovers by reading the 
manual or help files but, isn't there some sort of unwritten 
law against that? 


I'll start with one of my favorites: 


Deskmenu 

In my opinion, one of the most use- 
ful “toys” available from Microsoft is 
felereibouimcqeemnerriaentasiosoh Deskmenu.exe. Properly installed, it re- 
Hecveseessctnseseseseereusscesrassenversresens sides on one’s taskbar, available for duty 
at the click of a mouse. How often have you had a pile of 
windows open and realized that you need quick access to an 
application that sits on your “Desktop” screen (hopelessly 
buried behind all those windows). A simple click on the “desk- 
top menu” icon in the task bar activates a panel that lists all 
the items that appear on the desktop (bootup screen). 
Deskmenu.exe resides in the windows directory and a short- 

cut to deskmenu.exe is placed in the startup directory. 


Taskbar 


Dealing with the taskbar can be a pain for many, like 
me, who have an affinity for gizmos and gadgets. Frequently 
these programs will politely install an icon on the taskbar “for 
your convenience”. Comes a time in a man’s life when ya got 
one too many icons on a taskbar! So what do you do? 


Locate your mouse pointer in a blank area of the taskbar 
(if you can find any) and right click the mouse. On the pop up 
window select properties and you'll get a large “Taskbar 
Properties” panel with Taskbar Options or Start Menu Pro- 
grams tabs. The Taskbar Options allows you to define the 
characteristics of the taskbar but the “search and destroy” 
function is in the Start Menu Program. Click on the tab and 
you’ll see “Add”, “Remove” or “Advanced”. Select Remove 
and you will get a tree of everything in your Programs direc- 
tory. Scroll down until you find “Start Up”. Click on the (+) 
box to expand the’Start Up. Click on the icon you would like 
to remove and you'll see the “Remove” button come to life at 
the bottom of the screen. If you’re convinced that you want to 
remove that icon from the taskbar, click the “Remove” and 
voila, it’s gone. You can continue to remove icons in the same 
way. 

One can also add a favorite program to the taskbar back 
at the “Start Menu Program”. Click on “Add” and you’ll 
get the Shortcut Wizard. Browse for the program you want to 
appear on the taskbar and select it. Next, scroll down to the 
“Start Up” directory and highlight it. Follow the instructions 
and when you click “Finish” button, the program will be 
quickly accessible from the taskbar. 
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Build Your Own Computer 
- by Alan, KJ9N © 


A number of QCWA members have expressed surprise 
at discovering that I recently built my own state-of-the-art 
computer. But it’s not really that hard to do. All you need to 
do is acquire the parts, reach for your screwdriver, turn on 
your TV and VCR, insert the instructional video (s), and fol- 
low the directions on the screen and in your assembly manual. 
Anyone can do it if I did and I’m in the proverbial Village 
Idiot of Apollo Beach, so I know you can too. You need no 
test equipment, no soldering iron, and no brains. Really! 

The parts come in a one or more nice big, well-packed 
boxes from your parts supplier. The supplier has already se- 
lected the parts and case you order so that they are guaran- 
teed to be compatible to each other. That means they will all 
work together when you are finished with their assembly, 
which you should be able to accomplish in about 4 hours or 
so, going slow and checking everything twice. Then just plug 
in your mouse, keyboard and speakers (included, with cables), 
monitor and printer (neither included) to the finished com- 
puter, load the required operating system software (instruc- 
tions are written and enclosed with it), and in another hour at 
the most you will be up and running. 


What are the advantages of building your own? Well, 
(1) significant cost savings ($600 minimum) to begin with, 
for a high speed, 200 MHz computer. Then there is the ad- 
vantage of (2) being able to select the speed of your CPU 
(Central Processing Unit, 133 to 266 MHz), the speed of your 
Compact Disk Drive (from 12 to 16X), the amount and type 
of dynamic memory on your motherboard (from 8 to 128 
megabytes), the size of your hard drive, (1.5 to 5.4 Gigabytes), 
the speed of your FaxModem (14.4 to 56 Kb/sec), and other 
variables such as 3-d video in 256 colors, cache memory size, 
buss bit capability (16, 32 or 64 thru put), etc., and finally, 
(3) there is the opportunity to learn something about how data 
and instructional commands flow through the devices, mak- 
ing you a guru in the jargon and acronyms of the Computer 
and Internet world. 

OK, what kind of money are we talking about? $1049.95 
for a 686-200 MHz (depending on the parts you choose) com- 
puter, to $1649.95 for the parts for the most cutting-edge 
screamer that can be found in today’s market. The top-of- 
the-line from Dell or Gateway, already assembled, will cost 
you a cool $2799.99 prepaid to your door, which means that 
your do-it-yourself savings would be $1150.00 if you want to 
go maximum speed and biggest capacity components for your 
machine. Not bad, eh? 


Suppliers abound, and because they want your repeat 
business in the form of upgrades, more software, and your 
word-of-mouth recommendations to others to build-your-own, 
they want you to succeed. So they have lots of technical sup- 
port available via phone, should you need it. For that reason, 
I chose a supplier in Miami, FL, figuring that should I need 
technical help, the phone call to Miami would be cheaper 
than one to Connecticut or Seattle. 

There may be no more Heathkits, but there are plenty 
of Compu-Kits out there, and they are waiting for old f—ts 
like us to put them together — something the present genera- 
tion of spoiled adolescents won’t take the trouble to do. So, 
Grandma and Grandpa, why not show them a thing or two? 


July 1997 « SKIP 


SOs: How much is the bus fare on that new 
motherboard???. 


PC Compatible computers have always used buses to 
move data from one device to another. Most systems incor- 
porated two of these buses, a local bus connecting the pro- 
cessor to memory, and a peripheral bus for plug in cards. The 
peripheral bus has a video card, a drive controller, serial ports, 
parallel ports and many other common peripherals. 

Local buses have evolved with each new generation of 
the PC and were always specified by Intel as they designed 
the computer that drove the local bus. Clone processors of 
the x86 family always duplicated the Intel bus for highest 
compatibility. The local bus speed operated at the frequency 
of the processor until clock multiplying phase-locked-loops 
in the 486DX2 permitted internal processor frequencies to 
run higher. 

The local bus was always designed to move data from 
the processor to main memory as fast as possible. The per- 
formance of the local bus was the second only to the clock 
speed of the processor in determining the capability of a par- 
ticular system. This is why a 486 running at 133 megahertz 
can barely keep up with a Pentium running at 75. 

- The original PC had an 8 bit local bus. The 286 and 
386SX used 16 bits. The 386 and 486 needed 32 and the 
Pentium and its successors all run with a 64 bit data bus. 
Obviously, if you double the width of the local bus holding 
everything else constant, the bus performance is also doubled. 
In addition to a doubling of width, the local bus has also im- 
proved with increases in speed. The 386 bus ran as high as 
40 megahertz, the 486 got up to 50, and now there are imple- 
mentations of the Pentium bus running at 83 megahertz. 
Again, holding all else equal, if you double the speed of the 
local bus, you can double the throughput of the data. 

The “SOCKET” designation began with the 486 pro- 
cessor and was developed to support Intel’s family of 
‘OverDrive’ processors. Additional pins on the Socket 1 
connector supported future upgrades providing customers with 
a path to a speedier system. Socket 3 was an enhancement of 
the 486 bus supporting SL enhanced processors designed to 
use less power. Socket 4 was the 5 volt Pentium, a short lived 
device. Socket 5 supported the first generation of the 3.3 
volt Pentium. Socket 7 is a split voltage design for Pentium 
MMxX. Socket 8 is for the Pentium Pro and now Slot 1, a 
plug in card, is for the newest Pentium II. 

Increasing demands on of the local bus performance 
have pushed memory vendors to make increasingly faster 
memory. Ten yeats ago, dynamic memory had access times 
of 120 nanoseconds (a nanosecond is one billionth of a sec- 
ond). Now memory access times are typically 60 nanosec- 
onds with the best parts achieving 60 nanoseconds. 


Still with the timing overhead of addressing the memory, 
systems with bus speeds of 66 megahertz run several cycles 
for each memory access. A typical burst memory cycle for 
the Intel VX chipset with Fast Page memory is denoted as 6- 
3-3-3. The first number, a 6, specifies that the first piece of 
data took 6 clocks at 66 MHz (or 90 nanoseconds) to transfer 
to the processor. The next three digits represent the time it 


would take to read the next three locations in sequence. A- 
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three, of course, takes 45 nanoseconds. The total time to 
transfer 256 bits of data (4 times 64 each) is 15 clocks or 225 
nanoseconds. This represents a transfer rate of 142 Mega- 
bytes per second. This is a fairly typical number for a Pentium 
motherboard. EDO (Extended Data Out) memory is now the 
memory most specified and fast page is generally only for 
upgrading older motherboards. EDO memory holds the data 
into the next addressing cycling reducing the timing cycle 
from 6-3-3-3 to 6-2-2-2 for the same system. A system with 
EDO memory can achieve 178 Megabytes per second. The 
move to required to EDO memory required minor changes to 
the design of the memory cell and therefore cost about the 
same in production as fast page. The added performance is 
significant. 

The latest and fastest memory is called synchronous 
dynamic memory or SDRAM. This memory design uses the 
same 50 nanosecond cells as earlier RAM but moves the data 
into a register so that it can be clocked out at the rate of the 
bus. An SDRAM design can achieve as fast as 5-1-1-1 in an 
Intel TX chipset or 267 Megabytes per second, almost double 
that of the Fast Page memory. 

Local bus designs have also benefited by the addition 
of cache memory. Cache memory is very fast but limited in 
size. Today’s motherboards can support up a gigabyte of main 
memory but have only 512 kilobytes of cache. How can this 
work? Well, it turns out that software tends to be a very re- 
petitive process, frequently executing the same piece of code 
many times to perform a task. Cache provides a temporary 
place to put code that can be accessed much faster than main 
memory. If the processor reads something out of main 
memory, it also stores it in cache. The next time that data is 
needed, it can get it from the cache because it was tempo- 
rarily stored there. A good analogy of cache is the food pan- 
try. When shopping for items in a grocery store, you fre- 
quently buy things in quantity that you need often. The next 
time you run out, you need only go to the food pantry, a shorter 
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The World's largest Ham Dealer is 
located right here in Florida! 


AMATEUR ELECTRONIC SUPPLY® 


ORLANDO: 621 Commonwealth Avenue 
tel. 407- 894-3238 ¢ toll free 1-800-327-1917 
Exports/se habla Espanol 407-898-1166 
fax 407-894-7553 


CLEARWATER: 14100 U.S,19 N. #124 
tel. 813-539-7348 © toll free 1-888-226-7388 
fax 813-524-497] 


Service to Radio Amateurs for over 39 years! 
Dealer for... 

ALINCO * AZDEN * ICOM * KENWOOD ¢ SGC * STANDARD * YAESU 
...and other lines of Ham Equipment, Antennas & Accessories. 
Other locations... 

MILWAUKEE, WI * WICKLIFFE, OH ¢ LAS VEGAS, NV 
1-800-558-0411 1-800-321-3594 1-800-634-6227 
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walk than the grocery store. Cache has its limits. Once it’s 
full, the cache controller will throw out the oldest stuff to 
make room for new. Should the processor again need the 
tossed data, it must retrieve it from main memory and store it 
in cache. 


A modern cache design with a 4 way associative look- 
up scheme (whatever that means) is accessed as much as 90 
percent of the time by a typical software program. This means 
that a system with a good cache is as much as 25 percent 
faster tr.an one without. A synchronous pipeline burst cache, 
the kind most often used, has a cycle of 3-1-1-1 or 365 Mega- 
bytes per second. Again, this is a significant improvement 
over main memory. 

The Pentium Pro and now the Pentium moved the cache 
memory off the local bus and with the chip. In the Pentium 
Pro, the cache memory is a separate die in the same package. 
In the Pentium II, the cache resides on the Slot 1 card. Local- 
ized cache on the Pentium Pro chip runs at the speed of the 
processor, not the speed of the bus. So, for a 200 MHz Pentium 
Pro, the cache is actually running at 200 MHz. Pentium Pro 
chips are very fast because of this improvement but proved 
expensive to manufacture. The Pentium II moved the cache 
to a specially designed card and dropped the speed to half the 
processor clock. Since the PII runs at 266 MHz today, its 
cache is running at 133 MHz, double that of the Socket 7 
Pentium. | 

Next month, I?ll talk about AMD and Cyrix plans for 
bus performance. 

73’s Steve 


ICOM IC756 - $1999.00 
IC W32A - $350.00 


IC T7A - $273.00 


W 


MIKE'S ELECTRONICS 
1001 NW 52 STREET 
FT LAUDERDALE, FL 33309 


ORDER LINE (800)427-3066 
BROVVARD(954)491-7110 
FAX(954)491-7011 


ADVANCES IN 
IMPERSONAL 
COMMUNICATIONS 


TOKYO, JAPAN, 1997 JUN 20 (NB) — By Martyn 
Williams. NEC Corporation [TOK YO:6701] has begun sales 
of a computerized telephone reception system. It can recog- 
nize names of people requested, transfer calls to them, or 
advise callers in the case that they are not available to take 
calls. 

NEC said the new system will help companies that re- 
ceive a large number of calls because it removes the need for 
many receptionists. The company estimates that an office 
which accepts 30 calls per hour looses 480 hours of work © 
time a year in receiving these calls. . 

The automated system sells for 350,000 yen ($3,062) 
and NEC says it hopes to sell 1,000 units in the coming year. 

Exchange rate: $1 = 114.30 yen 
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Already Army MARS members 
and their fellow citizens are a month into 
the hurricane season for Florida, the 
Eastern seaboard states, the Gulf Coast 
states and the Gulf Islands. With good 
timing, Army MARS management has 
completed work the new Army MARS 
Emergency Operations Plan and the new 
Regional Network Plan both of which 
update and clarify the operating proce- 
dures to be followed during emergency 
situations. Both of these documents are 
drawn from the most successful opera- 
tions of the past few years and encom- 
pass new techniques which have proved 
themselves and new technologies which 
have proved to be most effective. 

The 1997 Hurricane season fore- 
cast by Dr. William Gray of Colorado 
State University calls for a slightly 
above average season with eleven tropi- 
cal storms, seven of which are expected 
to become hurricanes. Three of those 
hurricanes are forecast to be intense 
(category 3-4-5 on the Saffir Simpson 
scale). These hurricane predictions 
have proved to be very accurate over 
the past three years. 

We will all be watching for Ana, 
Bill, Claudette, Danny, and their friends 
on down the alphabet. 

The Federal Emergency Manage- 
ment Administration (FEMA) has is- 
sued a reminder that the coastal states 
are not the only ones who can be devas- 
tated by these massive storms. FEMA 
recently issued a report titled, “HUR- 
RICANES CAUSE HAVOC FAR 
AWAY FROM COASTAL AREAS”. 


The report says in part, “It’s not 
only those who live along the East and 
Gulf coasts who need worry about this 
year’s hurricane season beginning June 
1 ... While the destructive force of hur- 
ricane winds begins to diminish after the 
storm makes landfall and usually dissi- 
pates rapidly as it moves inland, the 
danger of devastating floods is another 
story ... The risk of flooding can actu- 
ally be much worse hundreds of miles 
away from the coast as the waning hur- 
ricane releases its moisture via torren- 
tial rains over a wide area.” 


There are hundreds of people 
from North Carolina all the way to the 
Great Lakes still recovering. from the 
after-effects of Hurricane FRAN which 
struck in September 1996. Nearly half 
of the 37 deaths attributed to this hurri- 
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cane were due to flooding in the inland 
states. More than half of the $3.2 bil- 
lion total property damage was from this 
hurricane aftermath. 


With the wide range of hurricane 
effects, and the all too common propa- 
gation problems generated by this type 
of weather, the regional nets will be- 
come vitally important. All emergen- 
cies have been supported by Army 
MARS operators outside of the imme- 
diate state impacted by the event at 
hand, but this operation has been done 
informally but most effectively. With 
the additional assets made available by 
the regional net plan, this support should 
be even more effective for Army 
MARS, its customers, and for anyone 
who needs our assistance. 


MARS members from 22 other states 
were well represented at the Dayton 
Hamvention this year. Each year, the 
largest Amateur Radio convention is 
held at Dayton, Ohio with an average 
attendance of 30,000. Based upon this 
large Amateur operator population, 
MARS has been an important part of 
the activities. The joint service MARS 
display booth with the three MARS 
Chiefs attendant, the joint MARS forum 
to which all attendees are invited, and 
the materials available at the booth all 
serve the three MARS services very 
well. The MARS visibility at functions 
like this one serves at least two pur- 
poses. The first purpose is the recruit- 
ment of new members and the second 
is to have as many people as possible 
know the MARS story and what MARS 
has to offer ... a support mechanism 
within the public sector. It is these two 
purposes for which such MARS visibil- 
ity is encouraged at all hamfests and 


other public events. MARS presence 
at these events also offers an opportu- 
nity to meet those members with whom 
a member has served. Many interest- 
ing friendships are enhanced in this 
manner. MARS presence at these events 
has also brought new ideas and poten- 
tial new customers to the MARS pro- 
grams. Such visibility cannot be over 
stressed because of its importance and 
the fine results that accrue. 


Recent MARS successes include 
participation in the SHARES/VA Exer- 
cise. The scenario for this exercise 
called Quake 97 was based on a magni- 
tude 6.8 earthquake on the southern end 
of the New Madrid Fault. This New 
Madrid Fault parallels the Mississippi 
River which makes it the most populous 
fault in the country. Most people don’t 
think of Louisiana, Mississippi, Tennes- 
see, Kentucky, and other states in that 
region as targets for a major earthquake. 
Scientists tell us that the potential for 
disaster is there. SHARES and Army 
MARS will be ready when it comes — 
ready because of practice operations 
like Quake 97. 

Participation on the quarterly 
FEMA Emergency Exercise is another 
recent Army MARS success. It is too 
early to ascertain the exact numbers of 
Army MARS members who checked in 
to the FEMA National Emergency Co- 
ordination Net, but the geographical 
coverage was quite complete for the 
nation as a whole. It is this wide cover- 
age of MARS members that allows 
MARS to provide the long haul com- 
munications for which MARS has be- 
come so well known. 

A most successful Armed Forces 
Day. followed by widespread MARS 
member participation in ARRL’s An- 
nual Field Day round out a very busy 
few weeks dedicated to improving 
skills, capabilities, and availabilities for 
emergency communications. 

With such dedication on the part 
of its members, Army MARS will con- 
tinue 


Proud, Professional, and Ready. 


If you have needed to get in touch 
with the RMD, Vic Carson, AFF2C 
lately and have been unable to do so, it 
is because he has been very tied up with 
MARS business at his office-away from 
his radio. He has spent much of his days 
organizing and updating information 
received from HQ that will be handled 
through his office from now on. An 
enormous amount of time has gone into 
the preparation of the new database and 
every effort has been made to keep it 
correct and up-to-date. Most Region 2 
SMDs have been very responsive dur- 
ing this period and are to be congratu- 
lated on their work. It has taken approxi- 
mately eight weeks of intensive effort 
to get all the data correct and into the 
program! The new data base software 
that we are currently using (which has 
been tailored for specific use in the Air 
Force) is being instituted and put into 
service by Vic. The next software pro- 
gram will be further updated to fit the 
needs of the Army and Navy MARS. 
This new program will include all pos- 
sible information on each member and 
can be accessed for any detail of a 
member’s status. We hope that it will 
help expedite the administrative portion 
of MARS. Our equipment program is 
still functioning as usual. There has been 
cuts in equipment classifications. The 
cuts that were made were items not nor- 
mally requested and should not be 
missed. Continue to use Form 336 as it 
has not been replaced by a new official 
form. All equipment requests must be 
authorized by the SMD before submit- 
ting them to Mr. Willie Brown. Forms 
336 may be FAXed to Mr. Brown along 
with the Form 103 from the DRMO. If 
everything is in order, Mr. Brown will 
FAX the Form 1348 to the DRMO con- 
cerned. No lots of equipment will be 
allowed for a single member. There 
must be a member requesting each item 
and each item must be listed individu- 
ally on a separate Form 336. All re- 
quests will be considered on a case by 
case basis. 

The FEMA National Emergency 
Coordination Test (NECN) was con- 
ducted on 2 June 97, and the prelimi- 
nary results show that MARS members 
participated very well. The final results 
will be published when received. Also, 
recent SHARES Exercises, for example, 
under revised exercise procedures 


10 


which emphasize station participation, 
showed very impressive results: 405 
operators from 308 SHARES stations 
processed 477 messages during a pre- 
vious two-day exercise. Sixteen percent 
of the messages were transmitted using 
ALE and digital modes of operation. 
Thirty-three of the 53 entities contrib- 
uting resources to SHARES partici- 
pated. One-third of the participating sta- 
tions exceeded the minimum require- 
ment for preparing and transmitting 
SHARES message traffic. 


Well, the hurricane season is of- 
ficially back for 1997! The hurricane 
center has devised the names for the new 
Atlantic storms: Ana, Bill, Claudette, 
Danny, Erika, Fabian, Grace, Henri, 
Isabel, Juan, Kate, Larry, Mindy, Nicho- 
las, Odette, Peter, Rose, Sam, Teresa, 
Victor, and Wanda. Thanks to the 
FEMA, there were many seminars de- 


voted to storm-aftermath management. 


taught to coastal area city managers and 
emergency personnel the past year. It is 
our hope that it will not have to be put 
into use. 


MOUNTAINTOP REPEAT- 
ERS... Here in West Tennessee, the 
ground is flat, and I mean really flat. We 
need very high locations for repeater 
and other antennas, and it is getting 
harder and harder to find suitable loca- 
tions that are not already in use, or not 
available, or we are not wanted. How- 
ever, in East Tennessee and the Smokies, 
over in the Carolinas, and even North 
Georgia, there is premium high-ground 
and many repeaters are in use far up in 
those mountains, away from the city, and 
quite a long trek is required to reach 
them for maintenance. The MARS 144 
MHz repeater in East Tennessee near 
Cleveland, for example, takes about a 
full day to reach over treacherous ter- 
rain, sometimes in extremely rough 
weather. Larry Ledford, AFA2EZ, and 
Joe Johnson, AFA2NM, have been tak- 
ing care of that repeater for quite some 
time, and usually enjoy the trip to the 
site when it is necessary. Tom Taylor 
reports that he and AFA2YA spent two 
days up on Grandfather Mountain, 
North Carolina, at the 5,280+ foot el- 
evation, moving and tuning their BLR 
(alias for Blowing Rock) AFA2RC-2 
node, which will enable more AF 
MARS members to access the HF BBS, 
which handles traffic in the region 


packet system. This will enable all tri- 
service affiliates to pick traffic and bul- 
letins off the board for distribution in a 
timely manner, plugging holes where 
there was previously weak communica- 
tions links. Also there are other repeat- 
ers, such as AFF2R (AFA2ER-1) in the 
middle of the state and AFA2QW-1 on 
the coast, AFA2GU, Fayetteville, and 
AFA2JH, Asheboro. These nodes, how- 
ever, are not at the higher elevations as 
BLR, which can be reached by some 
South Carolina and Virginia stations 
very well. There is also a handicap to 
hamming in the mountains, according 
to Tom. He and others have trouble get- 
ting their signals out of the valleys they 
live in to some certain directions, due 
to the hills blocking the signal’s take-- 
off attitude... nae 
CONFERENCE NOTES... The 
1997 Conference will be held August 
8,9,10 in Lynchburg, VA. The lodging 
and conference will be at the Comfort 
Inn, US29 (Lynchburg Expressway), 
and Odd Fellows Road. All members 
that can are urged to attend. The con- 
ference agenda shows a well-planned 
program, and as always, it is really good 
to see the attendees in person. See you 
in Lynchburg! 


The following is an open letter to 
our lawmakers in Washington, written 
by William Conaway, AFF2VA,the 
SMD for Virginia, and sent to the “Air — 
Force Times” magazine. It stresses the 
point that all MARS members would 
like to make, I am sure. If any member 
would like to submit it to your local 
representative(s) for their indulgence, it 
is urged that you do so. 


Dear Editor: 


At the recent presidential summit in 
Philadelphia, President Clinton, along with 
former Presidents Ford, Carter, Bush and 
General Colin Powell called on all Ameri- 
cans to renew the spirit of volunteerism that 
has made this country. This is exactly the 
principle that Military Affiliate Radio Sys- 
tem (MARS) organization is based. 

The amateur or “ham” radio opera- 
tors who give their time as MARS volun- 
teers have a proud history of service to the 
nation, its uniformed services and their 
families. We provide auxiliary radio com- 
munications in times of war and peace, in- 
cluding passing messages from service 
people to their families — an important 
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source of morale for our troops. } 

__ While our roots can be tracked back 
to the old Army Amateur Radio Service, 
founded in 1925, I fear our program may 
be disbanded as the new century dawns, 
because of the imperative to reduce spend- 
ing in the name of balancing the federal 
budget: I’m not suggesting for a moment 
that budgets should not be cut, rather I am 
suggesting a few other factors worthy of 
consideration. 

1.) Eliminating several thousand vol- 
unteers who give freely of their time, money 
~ and love to the MARS programs would do 
more harm than good in the long haul. Many 
of these volunteers are ex-servicemen and 
women who feel a strong tie with the young 
men and women we are here to serve. There 
are those of us who are doing this as a way 
help support those who protect our country 
and the many freedoms we enjoy. Last year 
on Armed Forces Day, Secretary of Defense 
Perry expressed his thanks to the volunteer 
operators of MARS, saying that they per- 
form “a critical service to the morale and 
welfare of our military” and commending 
them for their “immeasurable contributions 
of time, expertise, and personal resources 
in support of our nation.” 


2.) MARS has performed magnifi- 
cently when America was at war. Millions 
of messages we passed stateside to volun- 
teer MARS operators from Vietnam in the 
1960s and 1970s. A ham radio station at 
Senator Barry Goldwater’s house was 
manned by volunteers 24 hours a day. Dur- 
ing Operation Desert Storm, MARS again 
demonstrated its exemplary service to our 
nation. General Norman Schwarzkopf ex- 
pressed his appreciation declaring, “the 
dedication and unswerving devotion of the 
thousands of MARS volunteer operators 
was outstanding. Their tireless and unself- 
ish efforts contributed significantly to the 
morale of the hundreds of thousands of sol- 
diers, sailors, airmen, and marines. You can 
be justly proud of your contribution to 
Desert Shield and Desert Storm.” 

3.) Much of the money spent lies in 
administering the volunteer effort. I can’t 
speak for the Army and Navy/Marine Corps, 
but the Air Force has reduced the manage- 
ment at Scott AFB down to a single prop- 
erty Clerk and the civilian chief — lean op- 
eration by government or private standards. 
All of the administration with the excep- 
tion of terminations and license issuance, 
is currently done by the volunteers. 

Of course, some might question the 
need for MARS with the advent of the 
Internet and cellular telephones. I should 
point out that moments after the Oklahoma 
City bombing, the cellular system was over- 
loaded and unable to function, public safety 
radio networks were insufficient to handle 
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the traffic volume and it was amateur. radio 
operators who helped carry the load. 
During a recent hurricane in the 
Southeast, the first communications out of 
the area was provided by MARS affiliates 
operating on emergency power. MARS af- 
filiates also went to the outer islands and 
provided health and welfare reports and 
communications as well as preliminary 
damage assessment. 

At the beginning of the Operation 
Joint Endeavor in Bosnia, I sent messages 
to Bob Sutton, chief of the Army MARS 
program and Ray Collins, chief of Air Force 
MARS, suggesting that MARS should de- 
ploy with U.S. troops. In fact, five Army 
MARS stations were deployed some months 
after the initial deployment but were later 
reduced to one because of other purported 
communications arrangements. 

Last year, the New York Times re- 
ported that the cost of soldiers placing phone 
calls home from Bosnia was sizable. Many 
soldiers phoned home according to “Gov- 
ernment Computer News,” by using AT&T 
pre-paid phone cards instead of the 
military’s communications links. Of course, 
the MARS morale mission is based on the 
premise that those who sacrifice in service 
of their country by deploying to far-off lands 
should not have to pay to phone home. 
AT&T and Sprint were indeed in Operation 
Desert Storm but, I wonder if they would 
remain a viable conduit in a protracted con- 
flict 

As we rely more and more on satel- 
lites for communication, potential adversar- 
ies who cannot otherwise challenge us on 
the battlefield will seek to disrupt those 
links. This is what the current Quadrennial 
Defense Review reportedly refers to as 
“asymmetrical” warfare — the exploitation 
of vulnerabilities. As far as running “phone 
patches” over the military satellites, I think 
that activity to be accorded a much lower 
priority than strategic communications, 
battlefield management, or logistics. 


A good leader knows that the morale 
of the troops is as important as the weap- 
ons and training they receive.. It is uncon- - 
scionable that train these young men and 
women, ask them to leave home for months 
at a time , and then deny them a viable home 
communications link. As a father of four, I 
am well aware of the necessity for commu- 
nications with the kids. Sometimes nothing 
more than a “Hi I’m fine, love you” is 
needed — but it is needed. 

Not long ago, one of our local MARS 
members was traveling from Virginia to 
Florida. While on I-95 in North Carolina, a 
young woman pulled up beside his van and 
honked her hora: When he turned to look, 
she held up a hand-written sign that said, 


_ “Thank you MARS.” He didn’t know who 


she’ was, but assumed she had noticed the 
MARS sticker on the back of the van. 
With those three simple hand-writ- 
ten words, she spoke for countless other 
military wives, husbands, sons, and daugh- 
ters, whose loved ones are far from home. I 
don’t have to describe for the feeling of 
pride this simple gesture occasioned. 
/S/William H. Conaway 


NOTE: This message is the opin- 
ion of the writer only and was NOT au- 
thorized by the U.S. Air Force, the 
MARS program or the Department. of 
Defense. | . 

Thanks, Bill, for your. thoughts 
and comments in the letter. I and others 
sincerely echo these words, and hope 
that it will be realized by the DoD that 
they are really getting a super “bargain” 
in MARS in these. times... r 

AIM HIGH! 


DISCLAIMER: This is not an 
official United States Air Force release; 
and does not necessarily reflect the 
views of the Air Force or the MARS. 


Fourth Annual Bahia Shrine 


Amateur Radio Hamfest & Computer Expo. 


Saturday, Oct. 4-8 AM-4 PM 
Sunday, Oct. 5-9 AM - 3 PM 


Shrine Auditorium 


2300 Pembrook Drive, Orlando, FIL 
(Located 1 mile west of 1-4 off Maitland Blvd.) 


For information. tickets and tables, contact Gerald R. Skinner, K4LVZ 
3311 Ellwood Court * Winter Park, FL. 32792-2054 * 407-679-4244 


Proceeds ure not tax deductible as charitable contributions and will not benefit Shriner Hospitals. 


Warbirds Crossing The Atlantic 

This Sunday, a recently restored World War II C-53 Dakota 
(a.k.a. DC-3 and Gooney Bird) is scheduled to start it’s final voy- 
age from Mesa, Arizona, across the North Atlantic to The Nether- 
lands, to take its place as the centerpiece in the Dutch aviation 
museum “‘Bevrijdende Vleugels.” The Web site contains additional 
information about the aircraft and pictures of it. World Wide Web: 
http://www.serve.com/essex/dc3.html 


Blame The Weather On El Nino 


If you live in a region bordering the Pacific Ocean and think 
the weather is a little unusual, you’re right. Scientists believe its all 
related to El Nino, a warming of the ocean off the coast of Peru. 
This is blamed for floods in Peru, rain and mudslides in the United 
States and dry weather in Asia and Australia. It’s in the news be- 
cause its happening again this year and you can find information at 
the sites below. The first and second will tell you what El Nino is, 
and the third, from the National Weather Service, will give you an 
update on the latest data from the region. World Wide Web: 


http://www. vision.net.au/~daly/elnino.htm 
http://nws.mbay.net/elnino.html 


The Chairman Smiles - Propaganda Posters 
From The Past 


This Web page accompanies an exhibition that took place in 
January in the Netherlands and will take place in Belgium later this 
year. The online exhibit includes images from 99 posters from the 
Soviet Union, Cuba and China. The Soviet posters chronicle the 
Revolution of 1917, the following civil war and the attempts to 
build a new society, the Five Year Plans of the 1930s and Joseph 
Stalin’s dictatorship. The Cuban posters are from the 1960s, and 
the Chinese posters date from the 1960s and 1970s, the period of 
the Cultural Revolution, the glorification of Mao Zedong, idyllic 
scenes in agricultural communes and biting attacks on political op- 
ponents, but also from the 1980s and early 1990s, the period of 
Deng Xiaoping and the economic modernizations. World Wide 
Web: http://www.iisg.nl/chairman/ 


Free Dead Cow Removal! 

Pollard, Alabama, has a number of reasons why you might 
want to go an live there. Topping the list is free dead cow removal. 
If your cow dies, just pick up the phone to the major and she’ll 
have the town pick-up come and collect it. Water and garbage is 
also free and there’s sure to be a small town atmosphere in this 
home of just 100 people. World Wide Web: 


http://alabama-net.com/pollard 
Armey Updates Home Page With National 


Debt Information 

U.S. House Majority Leader Dick Armey has renewed his 
home page and added this week’s “Armey’s Axiom: To diagnose 
our problems, we must understand the full anatomy of the political 
economy — especially the invisible foot of government.” You can 
also find out what the U.S. national debt stands at today, your share 
of that debt and links to the flat tax home page. World Wide Web: 
http://armey.house.gov 


Celebrating Shakespeare 

Encyclopaedia Britannica has launched a new Web site that 
celebrates William Shakespeare’s contributions to drama, entertain- 
ment, and language. The “Shakespeare and the Globe: Then and 
Now” site comes online as the replica of Shakespeare’s Globe The- 
ater in London begins holding its first performances. You can find 
video and audio clips, more than 500 articles and 200 still images, 
animated views of the theater and vintage clips of Shakespearean 
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performances. World Wide Web: http://shakespeare.eb.com 
Dally Briefing Adds Video, Audio 


The Daily Briefing Web site, a custom news service, has 
added video and audio clips to its menu of services. The new ser- 
vices, which use the RealAudio and RealVideo formats, include 
ABC News, CBS/Sportsline, ESPN, Fox News, MSNBC, C/Net, 
PC Week and The Weather Channel. They are also integrating video 
advertisements into the whole service. World Wide Web: 


http://www.dailybriefing.com 
Upholding The First Amendment In 


Cyberspace 

The American Civil Liberties Union and the Electronic Pri- 
vacy Information Center have jointly launched a Web site dedi- 
cated to upholding the First Amendment in cyberspace. The site is 
launched as a Supreme Court decision on the future of free speech 
on the Internet is awaited and the asks visitors to “Take the First 
Amendment Pledge” and cease any further attempts to draft legis- 
lation to censor the Internet in the event the Supreme Court up- 
holds a lower court decision striking down government regulation 
of the Internet as unconstitutional. World Wide Web: 


http://www. firstamendment.org 


Sorting Out The Mass Of Movies 


Just in time for the summer holidays, E! Online has launched 
a new service that aims to make finding movies, and information 
about them, easier. The MovieFinder uses the same collaborative 
filtering software as the Amazon.com books site and allows users 
the ability to locate a film wherever, whenever and however they 
wish to view it. Users outside the United States will find the theater 
and TV listings of little use but the movie database will be useful. 
World Wide Web: http://www.moviefinder.com 


Images from Hubble 


Astronomers using the Hubble Space Telescope have taken 
the first images clearly showing interactions between two or more 
exploding stars, called supernovas, which are producing a tremen- 
dous display in a galaxy 17-million light years from Earth. Details 
of what is happening and how scientists found it, plus the best im- 
ages, are available online. World Wide’ Web: http:// 
www.jhu.edu/news_info/news/home97/jun97/ngc.html 


Library Of Congress Puts Panoramic Maps 


Online 


The Library of Congress has begun putting its collection of 
panoramic maps online. What are they? The LoC describes it best, 
“The panoramic map was a popular cartographic form used to de- 
pict U.S. and Canadian cities and towns during the late nineteenth 
and early twentieth centuries. Known also as bird’s-eye views, per- 
spective maps, and aero views, panoramic maps are nonphotographic 
representations of cities portrayed as if viewed from above at an 
oblique angle. Although not generally drawn to scale, they show 
street patterns, individual buildings, and major landscape features 
in perspective.” You can find maps from Alabama, Arkansas, Ari- 
zona, New Mexico and California at present and more are coming. 
World Wide Web: 


http://lcweb2.loc.gov/ammem/pmhtml/panhome.html 
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“(additional Ours only $0.50 per hour eo 7 


: es go? 
ae % SL/IP (Graphical) "vay 
+ and PPP (Graphical) - ee yy 
Shareware / Freeware packages are available for OS/2, Windows, Macintosh and Linux! _ 
™ * Use Netscape to surf the World Wide Web! Do your research, 


shop on-line, check out the latest news from around the world, 
listen to music or chat with freinds, all on the Web! 


17) ®& Looking for Files? Search the archives of the CICA library, log 
os: directly into IBM, Microsoft and Apple, or get all the newest files 
and animations, and so much more, all free! 


*& Into games and gaming? Log into one of the many game BBS' 
or servers on the Internet! Choose your favorite game, and you 
will find there are more than just a few places to go and engage 
against other adventurers! 


Owned and operated by KC4UFI (Jerry Russell), and KD4MIW (Sharon Russell). 


For more information, or to sign up, please call: 
cm” 635-8888 1-800-676-2599 


POWER SUT THe WNTERINET on 
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Pelican Chapter #128... ... 


_ The,May. meeting was.held at Stacey! S: Buffet swith 26 
members and guests present. We ‘were:happy to see Ralph 
Luedke K9MOR and XYI. Gladys for the first time in many 
meetings. Ralph, has been recuperating from surgery. Also 
welcomed were, Fran K4RXO. and. Woody. Huddleston 
K4SCL: 

The speaker for the hays was Caroling Rianbnee of the 
Princess Martha Retirement Center, She gave a very interest- 
ing presentation regarding the history of the City of St. Pe- 
tersburg from the early 1800’s until the 1920’s. 


_, After reading the minutes Don Bice W4PCO, Treasurer, 
reported $1279.54 in the treasury with all bills paid. Mr Billy 
L. Byrd W4YCM was accepted as a new member of ene 
#128. 


_ Don Bice W4PCO will be responsible for ticket rae 
for the upcoming Pelican Picnic and Bob Kleiber KR8G will 
be responsible for obtaining the shelter 13 at Lake Seminole 
Park and all the details of food ordering with, the caterer. Jay 
K9BSL will handle publicity-and prizes. 


According to. VP Ken Johnson WA4TO the J June'meet- 
ing program is a closely held-secret. -Submitted by J. 
Frederick Strom K9BSL it 


Hernando Chapter #148 


The May meeting at Pier 688 in Brooksville had jlist 
10 persons in attendance. A decision was made not to have a 
June meeting. The July meeting was canceled since the res- 
taurant will be closed for vacation.’ 


Member birthdays for June are: Frank McCarthy 
W1YTB, Bernice Simpson, Mildred Stocket KA8WKY and 
Billy Covington WEA4C. Anniversaries: Wesley and Blanche 
Randles, Jordon’ WB2IMO and Carol Friedman, John 
WB4MOX and Beverly Darbyson WB4MOY and Horace 
K4JHZ and Elizabeth L'Heureux. eee by Eunice Gor- 
don WIUKR 


Gator Chapter #32. 


28 members and guests attended the hast fae meet- 
ing for the 96/97 season. There ‘will be no formal meetings 
for June, July, August and September. 

Birthdays for May aré: Gene Chester K9FOQ, Frank 
Yates K2DZS, Vince Schauler WOMZX, John Smith W4ACJ, 
Sissy Turner wife of Bill W2WV,' Janet Edel Wife of John 
K8LBZ, AnnaMarie Clare wife of Harry WB2TAL. Anini- 
versaries for May are: Barbara & John Smith W4ACJ, Clare 
and Frank Yates K2DZS and Mary & Bob Parker W1CUY. 

Treasurer Bill Carpenter WA2KFH reported a balance 
of $921.22 and President Frank Obenauf W1IAJ reported that 
his wife was doing well in the assisted care living facility.” 

The program this month was “Bye Ball QSO Party”. 
The program manager (the VP) decided that this being the 
last formal meeting for the season and attendance would be 
light, rather than schedule a program we would just sit and 
enjoy each other’s company. 

The 1997 National Convention is in Kansas City MO, 
10-12 of October. You must have your room reserved by Sep- 
tember. See the Summer Issue of the Journal for further in- 
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‘131 Gulf Coast Chapter 


formation. 


Gator.Chapter Net meets on the KOBSL i vie Sat- 
urday mornings at 0900 local. The frequency is 145. 290 down 
600 kHz. Informal QCWA schedules are held Monday, 
Wedriesday and Friday on the repeater at 1600. All-are wel- 
come. The Gator Chapter meeting is held'the first Saturday 
of every month at Stacey’s Buffet 1451 ‘Missouri Avenue in 
the Midway Shopping Plaza, Clearwater, Lunch starts at 1100 
with the meeting at noon. 


WHEN DOES YOUR CHAPTER meer 


A ‘Yy a 
and might like to visit your Chapter if they nee iN you 
meet,, The following is a list of Chapters In Florida. ne bi us 
know when. you meet. 


L Southeast Florida 


32 Gator Chapter - Ist Sat. of each month, Stacey’s'on 


. Missouri Ave., Clearwater 11:30AM 
3rd Sat. of each month, Stacey’s 


Wekiva Square, Altamonte Springs. 
ey BE hbo 


45, Citrus Chapter on 


48 Treasure Coast. 

53 Suncoast Chapter. 

62 Suwannee Chapter 

66 Spaceport Chapter 
84 Florala Chapter 

96 Gateway Chapter. 

107 Central Florida 

111 Palm Beach Chapter 

121 Highlands Florida 

128 Pelican Chapter- 3rd Wed. of each month, Slice Bais 


Tyrone Gardens 10 Ave & 28 St. 
. No, St. en, 11:30 AM 


148 Hermando Chapter - 3rd Wed. of each moat Pier 688, 
, ., Rte41,So. 11:30 AM . 

152 Royal Palm Chapter ; 

173.Golden Triangle Chapter . ! 

195; ed gu Center Chapter - 2nd Thursday of Jan., Mars 

; Sept,& Nov.Maggies Point Plaza, 

Ruskin. 11:30 AM 196 Edison . 
Chapter. . 


Licensed at least 25 years ago? _. 
And licensed now ? te 
Then you should belong to the 
Quarter Century Wireless Association 
For information write: 
159 E. 16th Ave,, DepfS = © vel 
Eugene, OR 97401-4017 |). J] 
http://www. teleport.com/~ qcwa , «|| - 
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QFN Traffic Net 

Stats: qni=676 qtc=496 
Sessions: 62 

New management is on the way! The new manager 
will be announced shortly by Rudy Hubbard, WA4PUP, SM 
NFL, and will take on management of the prestigious QFN 
CW traffic net. It isn’t just a job - it’s a pleasure. The NCS’s 
not only run fast efficient net sessions but report the stats 
promptly - often the same evening. No begging needed here. 

QFN has experienced a loss in the past year of several 
of our major traffic handlers. Two of them became silent keys 
- K4IA, Ed Roller in Punta Gorda, and K4ZK, Bill Jochimsen 
in Jensen Beach. Eric Stabler, VE3ISD/AB4EA, who was 
very active during the winter months will be doing all his 
radio work in Canada. WT4F, Bill Gilman has also moved 
north to be closer to his family. We will greatly miss these 
pillars of our net. 

We have had several new additions to the net this year. 
John, AD4DO, has worked hard to learn the dits and dahs of 
being rep to 4rn and rnS5 and has mastered NCS - a job he 
didn’t think he could do. Others who have become regulars 
are AA4AJ, KN4IN, KD40GV, W4VQQ, KC4ZHF, and just 
recently WB2FLG. We hope to hear N4SS and N4EC more 
often as their physical recuperation progresses. 

Hurricane season has started and the summer storms 
and band conditions “challenge” us. Remember that our al- 
ternate net frequency in 7051. The NCS decides which net 
frequency to use. I wish to thank every member for their faith- 
ful support. A special thanks to the regular NCS stations - 
WX4H, WV5Z, AA4HT, K4SCL, AD4DO, AE4KX - and 
region reps - AA4BN, N4EC, K4SCL, N4XS, AE4KX, N4SS, 
AB4XK, W4KIX, WX4H, WVSZ - and subs - WX4H, 
AB4XK, AD4DO0O, W4VQQ. QFN could not remain strong 
without your unselfish dedication. I know you will support 
our new manager as well. We need to keep working on re- 
cruiting new members from areas like Orlando where we no 
longer have coverage. Thanks also to stations like K4SCL, 
WX4H, WA4EIC, AB4XK, and W4DL who help move our 
non-direct QSP traffic to the nets where the cities are repre- 
sented. Without Chet’s time and effort we wouldn’t have this 
fine monthly QFN newsletter. Thanks for the great job, Chet. 
A sincere wish to all you gentlemen for a very Happy Fathers 


Day!! 73/88 Phyllisan KA4FZI_QFN Net Manager 
QFNS Traffic Net 


QFNS met 31 consecutive sessions during the month 
of May and logged 174 stations, 116 formal traffic during 
657 minutes of Net time. 

We missed “Miss Phil”, KA4FZI while she was away 
and understand she went to the Dayton Hamfest. Glad to have 
her back. 

We have a new Net Control Station on Sunday eve- 
nings, Donna, AE4QA. Welcome Donna and many thanks 
for filling a vacancy. Donna was somewhat overwhelmed on 
her first night with listed traffic, but did very well. 

On May 27th, we lost O.B., WC4D, who became a si- 
lent key. We will all miss him. O.B. was active on all of the 
CW nets and was NCS and QFN Rep for QFNS. 


qnd = 1015 
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We need reps for Wednesday and Sunday evenings to 
go to QFN. We would welcome any volunteers. If so inter- 
ested, please contact KC4ZHF @ KD4GR, on packet, or on 
QFNS or FMSN, or send me a formal message. 

QFNS meets daily at 8 PM local time in the Novice 
portion of the 80 meter band, 3.715.0 + or - QRN. All Nov- 
ice, Tech+ or higher class are welcome. 73/88 Bob, KC4ZHF, 


Net Manager. 
Florida Midday Traffic Net 

Our stats. for May were QNI=337, QTC=393, 
QND=620, during 31 consecutive sessions. GREAT JOB, 
folks! Although we’ ve had some difficulty with adjacent-fre- 
quency QRM from stations running “ The No-Name Net “ 
up just 500hz from our Published Net-Frequency of 
7247.Skhz, we have found that by holding the Net on 7242khz 
we can usually run the Net as long as we need to without 
disturbing any other stations. So, for all of you that would 
like to join us at 11:55am ( 1555Z ) for the Florida Mid-Day 
Traffic Net warm-up, just check the Published frequency 
FIRST. If you don’t hear us there c’mon-down to 7242khz 
and check-in! Even if you don’t have any formal Traffic, you 
never know when someone will list Traffic for your area. 

I would like to thank all of our Net members for par- 
ticipating as laisons to many of the Regional and Area Nets. 
To those stations who have recently started as Net Reps to 
the 4RN and RNS, I say thank You: Gary-KE4DNO, and 
Carroll- WSMEN. To our other Net regulars; your dedica- 
tion and support make up the stuff that holds the NTS to- 
gether! The ARRL has said that the year 1997 is “The Year 
of Public-Service “ for Amateur Radio. I can’t think of a 
better way to demonstrate this than participating in the Na- 
tional Traffic System, and volunteering as a Communicator 
for your local EMERGENC Y-MANAGEMENT DIVISION 
or local ARES/RACES ORGANIZATION! 

We hope some of you who only check-in occasionally 
will join us more often. We’re always glad to welcome new 
stations into the net, with or without Traffic. 73, and feel free 
to join us ANY- day, EVERY- day, on Mid-Day ! 


Rich — KA2YZM, FMTN Assistant Net Manager. 
Southwest Florida Traffic Net (SWFTN) 


Summertime is upon us. Hurricane season started three 
days ago. Let’s hope that we don’t have to use any of our 
expertise for the good of the community this year. We have 
been lucky for 37 years, without a major hurricane hitting 
this area. We have experienced the outer edges of a couple 
but not direct hits. Let’s hope our luck holds out. 

This time of year is still dangerous to us especially us 
ham operators and computer nuts. Daily storms will strike 
any day now an with them dome the dreaded lightning storms 
that can wipe us out in a flash. When the pattern sets in then 
before that time every day use your head and unplug every- 
thing. If you are smart, you will follow my example. I hit 
three switches and everything is down, that includes four com- 
puters, four printers, a scanner, VCR, two low band rigs and 
three VHF rigs and the TNCs. Disconnect two antenna leads 
and I’m pretty sure nothing is going to hit me too hard. A 


Continued next page 
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Knights move into summer 

The Knights of the Kilocycle, amateur radio’s oldest 
net, was organized on Christmas Day, 1929, and is now cel- 
ebrating it’s 67th year. The Knights meet every Sunday morn- 
ing at 7:30 on 3910 Kilocycles. Since 1929 there have been 
545 permanent memberships awarded to amateur operators. 
The Knights always welcomes new members. A membership 
certificate is earned after five consecutive weekly check-ins 
to the net. 

And here goes the Knightly News: 

As the Knights move into summer, many take off for 
the Northland coolness, while others go on visits to friends 
and family. 

Discussions on the net one week revolved around the 
high prices at the central Florida tourist destination at Disney. 
Agreement seemed to reign that the prices were very hefty 
for a family vacation. After parking and entrance, and food a 
family has to have a pretty good bankroll to enjoy a few days 
there. 

W4MDV, George of Dunnedin reported he had a stroke 
recently and had considered giving up ham radio. But fortu- 
nately, he changed his mind and checked back in with the 
Knights. 

K4VDxX, Bob of Ocala has put up some new antennas. 
KJ9N, Alan has been visiting his mother-in-law out of state 
for a few weeks. 

Dorothy, N4TXT is back from 4 weeks visiting in Michi- 
gan. Marion, KC4MFT had some eyelid surgery recently. 

Marion was also featured recently in an article in the 
St. Petersburg Times. Marion served in the Western Pacific 
during War War II and told of the emotions of the period as 
she took over positions so that the men could come home on 
rotation. Members of the Florida Sunshine Chapter of the 
Women’s Army Corps Veterans Association shared their 
memories of the time in the newspaper article. 

Women in the military will be honored this fall as the 
$21.5 million Women in Military Service for America Me- 
morial opens at Arlington National Cemetery. Over 92,000 


Florida women are eligible to register and to be honored at 
the memorial. Visitors at the site will be able to use a com- 
puter to find out about the women who served in the Armed 
Forces. For information about the memorial: and to register 
go to: http://www.wimsa.org/pub/wimsa 

Marion is also active on the Floradora net on Tuesday 
mornings at 9 a.m. on 3.933 and also the RV net at 2:30 in the 
afternoons on 14,263. Join the good folks any time. 

K9BSL, Jay of St. Pete had his daughter visiting from 
Washington D.C. recently. Jay gives the birthday and anni- 
versary announcements weekly for the net. 

Herb, AD4UA has been away vacationing for a few 
weeks. Herb gives the opening prayer for the net weekly. 


One good thing about the coming months is the appar- 
ent beginning of the newest 11-year solar cycle. Solar flux 
numbers seem to be gradually increasing each month, now 
sitting at about 75. In the next several months it should reach 
the magical number of 100, which will allow significantly 
better propagation world-wide. So tune up those rigs and get 
those antennas ready for another several years of good ham- 
ming. 

For those who have computers and Internet access, 
please check out my web site at: http://members.aol.com/ 
browne. I have music on most of the pages and even Morse 
code playing in the background on the ham pages. The ama- 
teur radio pages include Florida and Southwest Florida ham 
info, listings of area hams in three counties, online callbooks, 
and the latest Knights of the Kilocycle news as well as two 
QCWA chapter newsletter briefs. Also check out the ham ra- 
dio web links I’ve mentioned in writing articles for Cyberham 
magazine and the online yellow pages and white phonebook 
pages. 

The Knights encourage new check-ins each Sunday 
morning to ham radio’s oldest net. Please join us each Sun- 
day at 7:30 AM, 3910 Kilocycles and let us know what’s been 
happening in your town. We welcome all hams from anyone 
that can hear us. Invite your friends to listen and call in Sun- 
day morning. See you all on Sunday morning. 


—_—_—_ OC rrr eee 


very close hit, producing a large corona will get something in 
the house eve unplugged or shut off. Some static charges are 
large enough to kill anything with mosfets in them and some 
chips are very sensitive also. So be sure, unplug, unplug, and 
unplug again. 

We had a good month in May. Checkins were up slightly 


and traffic was more than double the month before. This of 


course was due to Mother’s Day, however June is giving us 
Father’s Day so we should be able to keep up. Hope so any- 
way. Talk Father’s Day up when you can. 

We look forward to the day when K9ALX will be back 
with us a both a checkin and Net Control. Harry has had a 
rough time with his by-pass with his leg getting infected but it 
will all pass Harry and then you will be back with us. 

I’m sure everyone is thinking about vacations now. Be 
sure to let me know as far ahead as possible if you are a Net 
Control Station or Liaison so I can make changes to the lineup 
if necessary. 
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It’s good to have Horace K3KT back with us as net 
control again. Horace is a good controller and a nice guy, fun 
to work with. Thanks Horace. I also thank again all those that 
are filling in extra places as needed. Sure is nice to have a 


good crew. 73/88 Earl, K4FQU, Net Manager. 


Gator Net News 

The Gators are glad to hear that Chris N4EKC is back 
from his co-pilot substitute trip. Al W3VR is missing some 
skeds due to an infection that hangs on. Mae W3CUL is do- 
ing her best. Dan W4DL is back but getting ready to go again. 
Flayed NFL steady QNI as is W4VQQ JB. Andy W4IYT 
give steady QNI and is a full time video man. Charley 
WA4EYU is missing his skeds with Al W3VR and since Rip 
is back, things might clear up a bit and the Gators will re- 
cover. 

It was a jolt to lose OB WC4D, a steady CW man who 
proved that good sending comes with age. We miss him. - 
Reported by Dan, W4DL. 
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INTERNATIONAL i Be a 
RADIO Lt ER CD 


SYSTEMS, INC. Me i ee 


FACTORY DIRECT DISTRIBUTOR 
AUTHORIZED SALES & SERVICES 


| O 
KENWOOD e ICOM e Adil) 
mn ee MARINE e SATELLITE e CELLULAR e 


ee nie" 
Ga 5 TR 


© SONY SECURITY 
2 VOCOM 
Vv RA e ECHO STAR 
1M © MAXCOM 


o SITEX e 
e MOTOROLA e 
fe e SHAKESPHERE - COLUMBIA 
e ARAL e CUSHCRAFT 
o NYE VIKING ANO MORE. 


THE TOTAL COMMUNICATION STORE 6S) ia | 


WHOLESALE e RETAIL e EXPORT . 


Pf INTERNATIONAL HABLAMOS ESPANOL 
| 4 RADIO — : 
SYSTEMS, INC. Ver canbee 
5001 N.W. 72ND AVE. 
MIAMI, FLORIDA 33166 


_||05) 594-4313 
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ALUMA 


TOWER COMPANY, INC. 


ComMUNICATION TOWERS 


pri sag _ Serving Amateur Radio 
~CRANKUP ‘4 since 1974. 
«PORTABLE 


P.O. Box 2806-FS 

1639 Old Dixie Hwy. 

Vero Beach, Florida 32961 USA 

Voice ($61)$67-3423 Fax (561)567-3432 


e-mail; atcd alumatovwer.cam hip: “www. alamasawer 


ELECTRONICS REPAIR 
KLM COMMUNICATIONS 


SF <> } * All Home Blectronics a2 


Se * Antiques 


* Affordable Repair 
1306 Lakeview Rd. 


Lake Wales, Fl. 33853 
(813)676-2375 


~MoBsILE 


If it worked once..... 
It can work again ! 


KENWOOD - ICOM 
TWO-WAY RADIOS 


HAROLO HEASTER 


Ormond Beach, FL 


904-673-4066 or 1-800-84-RADIO 
Call for Everyday Very Low Prices 


Electronic Components 


Computer Supplies 


ASTRO TOO 


Surplus/Electronics Equipment 


2854 Sarno Road 


Melbourne, FL 32935 (407) 253-3371 


164 West First Ave. 
Pierson, FL 32180 


ELECTRONICS 
800-785-6266 Sales/Service 


QUER 20 YEARS OF SERVICE” 


Tech 904-749-2042 
FAX 904-749-3147 


18 


“KNOWN FOR SERVICE” 


EVELYN D. GAUZENS 
W4WYR 
Broker/Associate 
FUTRELL COMPANY, INC. REALTORS 
Office: ‘305) 233-4444 
Dig. Beeper: 880-0835 
642-4139 


INTERNATIONAL RADIO AND COMPUTER, INC. 
Your Number One Radio Repair Center for Florida and the USAII! 


OUR 16TH YEAR 
ps IRCI SUPPORTS YOU AND YOUR RADIO THROUCH: 
1, Upgrade Kits for Icom, Kenwood & Yaesu radios. 
2. Authorized Kenwood Warranty Service Center. 


3. IRCI User Kenwood, Icom & Fox Tango Back Issu 
Newsletters. 


we 4. IRCI User Radio Supplements for Kenwood & Icom. 
Sant }/ $. IRCI and Fox Tango 8 and 10 pole crystal filters 
L 2 PZ... §;, Authorized loom Dealer. 
WE REPAIR 3804 South U.S. #1, Fort Pierce, FL 34982 
BROKEN RADIOS! §=—_ [407] 489-0956 FAX # [407] 464-6386 


' Advertise ‘ 
Here for 
45 Bucks a 


year 


DON'T MISS THIS ONE! 


Come join the 
Southeast Amateur Radio Association 
Lauderhill, Florida 
33351 


For more information call: 


Jerry, WB2BEC - 954-741-3955 
Monty, N4LLZ - 954-748-1560 


FRANK M. BUTLER, W4RH 
DIRECTOR, SOUTHEASTERN DIVISION 
AMERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE 


RER 
2 


L 


323 ELLIOTT ROAD, SE 
FORT WALTON BEACH, FL 32548 
PHONE: (904) 244-5425 
MCI MAIL: 311-3659 


O51. 
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C.G.A. ENTERPRISES 


DEALER FOR: ALUMA TOWER NEW 


ALSO AVAILABLE: USED 


NEMAL ELECTRONICS INTERNATIONAL, INC. 
ELECTRONIC CABLE e CONNECTORS e CUSTOM ASSEMBLIES 
CU TS a eS ee ae 
ANTENNAS, ROTORS, COAX, CONNECTORS, RADIOS, 
12240 NE 14th Ave. POWER SUPPLYS, AMPLIFIERS, BATTERIES. 
N. Miami, FL 33161 

BENJAMIN L. NEMSER Tel. (305) 899-0900 
President Fax (305) 895-8178 


POLL, PRIEE: 888-510-7373 
PHONE: 813-862-3325 KAX: 813-862-4767 
Ik-MAIL: cga(a'mail.citicom.com 


FLORIDA SKIP SPECIALTIES 


G.M. ELECTRONICS SERVICE 


Ham Rapto 
SERVICE AND REPAIR 
ALL MAKES 


MAPS: 144, 220, 440 AND Packet - .25 ea. 

FCC: 610 & 610B Forms - FREE 

FLA: Applications for Amateur Radio License Plate - FREE 

Ham Shack Calendars - FREE 
® Sheciatived Design Engneering!Consrruction 
(Send request & SASE for Maps, Forms, Applications) ® Also Marine Electronics 
BOOKLETS: FL TFC Routing Guide $3.00 + 2.00 P/H 

Dear Mabel Award: $3.00 to cover P/H 
Andy Clark, W4TYT 
P.O. Box 501 - Miami Springs, FL 33266 


7130 North Main Street Guy Mallard, W6IYK 
Jacksonville, Florida 32208 (904) 764-0042 


GO TRAVELING! 
AND THEN CALL ME FOR YOUR PLANS 
N4LLZ 
MONTE MIGDOL (N4LLZ) IS NOW WITH 
PRESTIGE TRAVEL 
CRUISES*AIR® HOTEL*TOURS*CARS 
SO CALL NOW! HOME: (954) 748-1560 
EVES 


Antenna rotators & Control Boxes ink Refill Kits Toner For Lasers 


be ie And Copiers 
REPAIRED dela? art 


di $30 QQ plus parts/shipping | Vy 
. or purchased 


Affordable Printer Accessories 
Conrad Kibler 


10102 Cliff Circle - Tampa, FL 33612 SCOTT & GAIL CALHOUN yell a oath 
12019 Uracus St. 826-4 
® 
U-LIFT : Roger Radio 
ey ae Communication Electronics 
Bushnell. FL 33513 ~Radio Repair and Restorations Be : 
BSG: ; : -Alignments and Modifications 1 
352-793-4690 -All Makes: HF, VHF, Amps, Power Supplies 
WB4MOX WB4MOY -Installations 
JOHN BEV. Preserving the charm of Amateur Radto 4 
DON’T CLIMB YOUR TOWER, USE A U-LIFT LIKE WE DO, : alter KY 
PN Ee ays Kenwood Speciallst Roger W. Warrick } ry < 
ee ae 954-961-2363 KKiKM 5S us 
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“SFL BBS Totals - May, 1997 
Compiled b Bil Britton, KB4VOL 
|. BBS | PERS BUL TOT MSGS 
KOZXF, 0 202.) 5276 | 5478 
IK4VJI_ 30 440° 20413000 14300 
{KB4GBS 2 Pete 6127 6340 
-}KB4VOL’ 12. 419» 4328-4759 
KB4WUA 0 247, 7118 7362 
KC4YEK. 0 156 1104 1304 
KD4GR 2 198° 4497 4697 
KE2IX . --NO REPORT- 

|KF4BPX:  -NO REPORT- 


KF40J 0 36. 3333 3369 
Kl4ZJ 0 34 792 826 
1KO4KS § 2” 832 5378 6212 
KP4EDL 0 285 4777 5062 
N4AWX 3 506 1126 1179 
N4HHP 14 607 4702 5323 
N4xXEO ri 599 4361 4962 
W4DPH 38 / 1978 +6164 6180 (GATEWAY) 
W4MIN. . 75 448 .: 5257: 5780 
W4MLB 2 793 5561 6356 
W4MWP__—.-NO REPORT- 
W40T 3 129° 4396 4528 
WA2LKI 241 1363 6146 7750 
WB2WPA_ 0 79 2504 2583 
WB4MOZ 3 279 4390 4672 
WB4TEM_ 30 140 4130 4300 
WD8IBY 125 291 6905 7321 


——NTS TOTAL: 584 

Well, we did a lot better this month! Only three BBS’s failed to 
report. Wonder if we’ll ever make it to 100% reporting? Sure would be 
nice! 

If you have any questions, or need the software utilities to gener- 
ate your, BBS report, drop me a note with your name, address and size 
floppy needed. There’s no charge. The utilities work with all types of bbs 
software, except TCP/IP (NOS. ) 

Remember, North Florida BBS’s should send their reports to 
N4GMU @ N4GMU. South Florida BBS’s to KB4VOL @ KB4VOL. 
Reports MUST be sent on the Ist covering BBS activity for the previous 
month. These reports are very important if we’re to keep our frequencies. 
Please participate! 

73... Bill, KB4 VOL @ KB4VOL, ARRL Packet Manager South, 
Florida. E-MAIL: kb4vol@gate.net 
FEC OOOO OOOO IIIA IR AHA AI RAH IO AR AI IHR AR AHR AAA A AH AIK AA AOR A 
VISIT OUR NEW WEB SITE! 
LOTS OF HAM INFO AND THE MONTHLY LISTS! 


http://pages.prodigy.com/kb4vol 


SER OR OBO COO OOOO RO COS ORCA CCRC AOI IIRC AORIA A ATA AA AH AA A AH A 
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NFL BBS’ Totals - May, 1997 
Compiled by Dave Sutherland, N4GMU 
BUL | PERS NTS | 


5309. 243 
4794 233 


8504 215 


4708 ~~ 282 
2457 344 


982°:.*: 23 
2545 292 


6142 158 


13 Dy Pe 7% 628 
3518 214 3736 


Total NTS traffle for NFL: 441 _ 


[SEND REPORTS: N4GMU @ ete #NFL.FL.USA.NA 
n4gmu @totcon.com 


Silent Keys 


We regret to report the passing of the following Ama 


eur Radio Operators. Please notify SKIP of silent keys i 


KE4RMK - William F. Saunders, Key West 
WAIMRT - R.J. Dayton, Lake Placid — 
KAIVH - Brian B. Skilton, Live Oak 
WBZ2ITZ - Albert Jex, Punta Gorda 
WB4CJK - Robert M. Martin, Umatilla 
N4DKR - Daniel H. Byer, Hialeah 
KD4EUM - Richard J: Christ, Interlachen 
KO4FY - Wayne C. Davis, Altamonte Springs ” ‘ 
WB4HMQ - Roland B. Oliver, Fort Walton 
K4JRI - Paul J. Quinn, Boca Raton 
KA4LQP - Raemarie Smith. Panama City 
N4MFW -- Shirley J. Crane, Crystal River 
KF4MG - Elizabeth A. Farr, Ft. Walton Bch 


. KI4PQ - Dorothy L. Harlan, Panama City 
- W4SZ - Svend T. Gormsen, Tampa 


KC4TKS ~ Clyde C. Hackett, Brooksville 
K4UTW - Herbert H. Davis Jr., Pensacola 
WB9LKQ - Ernest P. Robbins, Brooksville - 


* Aw 
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Netscape Fixes 
\ ) | 


Bug 
(We hope) 


MOUNTAIN VIEW, CALI- 
FORNIA, U.S.A., 1997 JUN 18 (NB) 
— By Bob Woods. Netscape Commu- 
nications [NASDAQ:NSCP] said a fix is now available for a 
bug that could let unscrupulous World Wide Web site owners 
access files on a user’s computer while using the company’s 
Communicator or Navigator software. 


The bug affects Netscape Navigator 2.0 and 3.0, along 
with Netscape Communicator 4.0 on all platforms — Win- 
dows, Macintosh, and Unix, company officials said. Com- 
municator 4.01 for Windows, which contains the bug fix, is 
available from Netscape’s Web site, officials said. 


Final releases of Communicator 4.0 for Macintosh and 
Unix will include the bug fix, and a fix for Navigator 3.0 will 
follow shortly after the Communicator fix. A separate 
downloadable file containing just the data needed to eradi- 
cate the bug from full versions of Communicator 4.0 will be 
available from the company’s Web site either later Wednes- 
day or sometime Thursday, Daniel Klaussen, group manager 
for Communicator, told Newsbytes. 

Netscape’s policy is to issue full releases before it pro- 
vides individual files for a bug fix, Klaussen said. Netscape 
does not issue fixes for older beta versions of its software, he 
added. 

In the meantime, users can enable warning boxes within 
their current versions of Navigator and Communicator, 
Netscape said. In Navigator 3.0 users should go to the Op- 
tions menu and select Security Preferences, and then select 
the “Submitting a Form Insecurely” preference to enable that 
warning dialog box. For Navigator 4.0, users need to select 
the lock in the toolbar to open the Security Advisor, select 
Navigator, then select the “Sending Unencrypted Informa- 
tion to a Site” preference to enable that warning dialog box. 

A note at Netscape’s Web site details what the bug could 
do if left on a user’s hard drive. “The privacy bug can allow 
malicious Web site operators to retrieve known files from the 
hard disks of visiting users by mimicking the submission of a 
form,” the page said. “Under ordinary circumstances, users 
browsing on known, trusted sites are not at risk. However, if 
a user visits an unknown, untrusted site, the operator of that 
site can potentially retrieve files from a user’s hard disk 
through an obscure series of steps.” 


But the company pointed out, “For this attack to work, 
the hacker must know the exact name and path of the file.” 

Netscape officials have stressed that they have not re- 
ceived any reports of malicious Web site owners taking ad- 
vantage of the bug. 

Last Friday, the bug was brought into the public spot- 
light by an unidentified Danish programmer. In a Web ver- 
sion of “show me the money,” the programmer who claimed 
to have found the bug wanted a higher financial reward than 
the $1,000 Netscape normally offers to people who find bugs 
in the company’s products, Netscape officials told Newsbytes 
earlier this week (Newsbytes, Jun. 16, 1997). 

Netscape claimed the consultant would not release de- 
tails of the bug until he spoke to the “person with the check- 
book.” The consultant, identified as Christian Orellana by 
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Wired News, threatened to go to the media if the Internet 
software company did not negotiate a higher financial reward, 
Netscape said. 

Refusing what it called “blackmail,” Netscape soon 
learned the Dane’s bug information was provided to CNN. 
From there, details of the bug quickly become public knowl- 
edge and a leading news story for the major networks. Work- 
ing with CNN, Netscape independently confirmed the exist- 
ence of the bug, and began working on a patch. 

Today, a Netscape spokesperson told Newsbytes that, 
because the programmer went to the media and did not coop- 
erate with the company, the person did not receive any money. 
A part of the $1,000 reward program stipulates that any per- 
son who finds a bug work with Netscape on a fix, and that 
they do not report their findings to the press, the spokesper- 
son added. 

At its Web site, Netscape released the following about 
its dealings with the consultant: “Although the Internet con- 
sultant was initially unwilling to release the technical details 
of the bug, he has subsequently released them to Netscape. 
The information that he provided matches what Netscape 
determined independently.” 


HN TOWERS 


Designed for efficiency and strength 


Heavy duty construction 


Special: 1oft. straight section $59.95 


Oft. top section $69,95 
Installation Available 


sion Electric Welds 
ra heavy-duty steel tubing side rails 
ixclusive ROHN Zig-Zag Bracing 


“Double joints for high strength 


437 S. Babcock Street 
Melbourne, FL 32901 
407-727-2311 


Ted: W4LR 
Authorized AEA Service Center 
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Compiled by 


DATE LOCATION z NOTES 
July 26 Tampa In USF Special Events Center 
Fletcher Ave bet. I-75 & |-275 
Talk-in on 146.940 
INFO: (813) 974-2253 
August 2/3. Jacksonville 
South Lee & West Bay St. 
Talk-in on 146.76 
INFO: Larry, WB4CGD _. (904) 272-0701 
Sept 13/14 Melbourne Melbourne Auditorium 
625 Hibiscus Blvd. 
Talk-in on 146.850 
INFO: Allen, N4PTM (407) 773-9658 
New Port Richey Pasco County Hamfest 
(Sunday only) —_Talk-in on 145.35 & 147.15 
INFO: Ron, N9EE (813) 376-6575 
FREE! Cy Harris Flea 
Motorola East Parking Lot 
1 bl E of Univ Dr on Sunrise Blvd 
Talk-in on 146.79 
INFO: Robin, N4HHP (954) 583-3625 
Bahia Shrine Temple 
2300 Pembrook Dr. 
Talk-in on 147.390 
INFO: Cecil, K4KEN (407) 281-9169 
Egypt Temple ARA 
4050 Dania Shores Drive 
Talk-in on 146.940 
INFO: Jay, K9BSL (813) 822-9107 
Bradford County Fairgrounds 
U.S. 301 just east of SR 100 
Talk-in on 145.150 
INFO: Dan, K4RVD (904) 475-2695 


Oct 18/19 WestPalm Beach Expo Center @ South FL 
Fairgrounds 


Sept 21 


Sept 27 Sunrise 


Oct 4/5 Maitland 


Oct 11 Tampa 


Oct 18 Starke 


SR 80 just east of U.S. 441 

Talk-in on 147.165 

INFO: Ken, KD4CTG (561) 640-9447 
Computer/Hamfest Show 

Dade County Expo Center 

S.W. 112th Ave & Coral Way 

INFO: Evelyn, W4WYR_ = (305) 642-4139 


Ott 24/25 Miami 


(NOTE! This is NOT the Miami Hamboree) 
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_ Bill Britton, KB4VOL 


Prime Osborne Convention Center 


Upcoming Shows in Florida - July, 1997 


Nov 1. Sorrento Lake ARA (Eustis) 

East Lake C of C Bldg 

SR 437 (Plymouth-Sorrento Rd) 

Talk-in on 147.255 

INFO: Chuck, KE4EXM (352) 669-2075 

Nov 8 _ PortStLucie St Andrew’s Lutheran Church 

Prima Vista Blvd. 

Talk-in on 146.955 

INFO: Frank, N4FBX (561) 336-3069 
Fox Lake Park 

Harrison St west to the park 

Talk-in on 146.910/146.970 

INFO: Clyde, K4EOS (407) 267-9375 

Nov 15/16 Miami UMARC/Flamingo Net Ham/Swapfest 


Physics parking lot. NW corner Univ. of 
Miami campus (Coral Gables) 

Talk-in on 146.865 (-) 

INFO: Walt (305) 895-0398 


Nov 8 _ Titusville 


Nov 22/23 Tampa Florida Expo Park 

1-4 & US 301 

Talk-in on 146.940 

INFO: Charlotte WB4PEL (813) 733-6937 

Dec 6 Okeechobee Agriculture Center Bidg 

on US 441 1.5 mi north of SR 70 

Talk-in on 147.195 

INFO: Al, AD4RZ 
Booster Stadium 

N 36th Ave 1 mile N of SR 40 

Talk-in on 146.970 

INFO: Mario, N4TSV = (352) 245-9514 

FL Sports Hall of Fame 

1-75 exit 82 to US 90 west 

Talk-in on 145.490 

INFO: Colen, WASRKR- (904) 755-7969 


RASA AAAAAAEAAAAEAHARAAAAAAEEAEREEAEARAARAEEE RAMEE AEEERAAARRERERRERERER 


HELP AVOID CONFLICTS - GET YOUR DATES IN EARLY! 
PLEASE SENT CORRECTIONS, ADDITIONS AND WHO TO 
CALL FOR INFO! 
Packet Address: KB4VOL @ KB4VOL Army MARS Call: 
AAT4RV ; 
Mail: Bill Britton, KB4VOL 8703 S.E. Jardin St. Hobe Sound, FL 
33455 : 


E-Mail: kb4vol@gate.net | 


(941) 467-0516 
Dec 6 £Ocala 


Dec 13 Lake City 


VISIT OUR FLORIDA HAM WEB SITE! LOTS OF LINKS & 
THE MONTHLY LISTS! 
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FOR SALE - Swan 500C XCVR with Swan 117XC power 
supply with manual - $250.00. Don’t need it. Andy Clark 
W4IYT, 41 Lenape Dr., Miami Springs, FL 33166. Ph: 305- 
888-3874. a AL 


FOR SALE - Kenwood TS-940-A/T Transceiver; EZ-WAY 
RBS-50 crank-up, tilt-over, tower with ground post. Max 
height 51 feet; Mosley TA-33M tribander; HAM-IV rotator. 
All in excellent condition. Hank Gorman W4RQK. Ph: 561- 
622-9475 or e-mail: hgorman@worldnet.att.net 


FOR SALE.- Two classics. Collins. 75A4 and National NC- 
101X. The 75A4 comes with many extras including spare 
tubes, books etc. The NC-101X is a collector’s dream circa 
1936-38. Both look great and work well. The 75A4 is one of 
the best I’ve ever heard. Complete info available by mail, 
including photo of National. Walt Petersen W2JDH. Ph: 904- 


736-9552 (leave msg) or w2udh@totcon.com 


WANTED - New IMAC8877 tube. FOR SALE - RCA 4- 
400 (like new) - $75.00. Elmer Shafer, N8ES. Ph: 216-831- 
9198. ob ee TES 


THE COMMUNICATORS HANDBOOK 


A reference guide for the professional engineer 
or radio DX’er with a list of FREE catalogs and 


MUCH MORE!! To order, send $9.98 US Check/ 
M.O., Canada $13.50 int’! postal M.O. to S. 
Crawford, P.O.B. 83, Riverdale, NY 10463. 
Fast FREE Shipping. 


a 
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a 672 Indian River Dr. N 
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| vaiee 7 Callsign 

: 
O New : 

| O Renewal 3 Address 
O Change Information : 

| , City 

| O OneYear $12.00° — Nee 

| O TwoYears $23.00 — Ss are 

| O Three Years $34.00° = | 

| ‘Foreign subscriptionsadd —s Zipcode 

| . $12.00/year. As 
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CO Vi “THE LATEST IN NAME BRAND HAM EQUIPMENT” Y AESU 


VISIT OUR USED GEAR DEPT 
EQUIPMENT SOLD ON CONSIGNMENT 
LARGEST SELECTION OF BOOKS AND PERIODICALS IN SOUTH FLORIDA! 
AMERICAN EXPRESS. MASTERCARD AND VISA 


BROWARD 1-800-780-0103 phi 
(954) Nationwide : (305) 
525-0103 944-3383 
“SE HABLA ESPANOL” 


PLEASE NOTIFY 
The FLORIDA SKIP 
IF YOU ARE 
CHANGING YOUR 
ADDRESS 


Your undelivered 
magazines are very costly 


BULK RATE 
U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID | 


ADDRESS 
N'MAIL 


672 Indian River Dr. 
Melbourne, FL 32935 


